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Statement by Sandy Markwood, CEO 

Health Care Reform Efforts Must Work for Older Adults and Caregivers 
 
Washington, DC— As the Senate’s efforts to repeal the Affordable Care Act remain 

in flux, the National Association of Area Agencies on Aging (n4a)—which represents the 

nation’s 622 Area Agencies on Aging (AAAs) that develop and deliver local aging 

programs and services to millions of older adults and their caregivers, and advocates in 

DC for the more than 250 Title VI Native American aging programs—is gravely 

concerned about how the proposed bills would affect older adults and their caregivers. 

 

“Thanks to tremendous advocacy work from a wide range of groups and advocates, 

including our Area Agency on Aging and Title VI Native American aging program 

members, the Better Care Reconciliation Act (BCRA) does not currently have the support 

it needs to advance in the Senate, thus preventing massive Medicaid cuts and increases 

in the cost of health care for older adults under age 65,” said n4a CEO Sandy Markwood. 

 

“While we are pleased by this outcome, and will continue to advocate against advancing 

BRCA, we would caution Congress that while BCRA is not the health care plan that 

works best for older Americans and caregivers, repealing ACA without any replacement 

plan is not a wise policy choice, either.” 

 

“Our policy brief “What Would ACA Repeal Mean for Older Adults, Caregivers and the 

Aging Network?” includes a list of considerations for lawmakers when amending our 

nation’s health care system, including evaluating how any proposal supports cost-

effective home and community-based long-term care, affordable health care coverage for 

Americans age 50-64 and the long-term solvency of Medicare,” said Markwood. 

 
About n4a 
 
The National Association of Area Agencies on Aging (n4a) is a 501c(3) membership 

association representing America’s national network of 622 Area Agencies on Aging 

(AAAs) and providing a voice in the nation’s capital for the 256 Title VI Native American 

https://www.n4a.org/content.asp?admin=Y&contentid=687
https://www.n4a.org/content.asp?admin=Y&contentid=687


aging programs. The mission of n4a is to build the capacity of its members so they can 

better help older adults and people with disabilities live with dignity and choices in their 

homes and communities for as long as possible.  

 

Learn more about the Aging Services provided by AAAs and Title VI programs. Find the 

AAA and/or Title VI program in your area. 
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